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continually magnifying the numbers and courage of their
enemies, and represented whole nations as ready to rush
upon them; others, whose avarice mingled with their
concern for their own safety, were more solicitous to pre-
serve what they had already gained, than to acquire more;
and others, brave in themselves and resolute, began to
doubt of success in an undertaking, in which they were
associated with such cowardly companions. So that scarcely
any man appeared to proceed in their enterprise with that
spirit and alacrity which could give Drake a prospect of
success.

This he perceived, and, with some emotion, told them,
that if, after having had the chief treasure of the world
within their reach, they should go home and languish in
poverty, they could blame nothing but their own coward-
ice ; that he had performed his part, and was still desir-
ous to lead them on to riches and to honour.

Then finding that either shame or conviction made them
willing to follow him, he ordered the treasurehouse to be
forced, and commanding his brother, and Oxenham, of
Plymouth, a man known afterwards for his bold adven-
tures in the same parts, to take charge of the treasure, he
commanded the other body to follow him to the market-
place, that he might be ready to oppose any scattered
troops of the Spaniards, and hinder them from uniting into
one body.

But, as he stepped forward, his strength failed him on a
sudden, and he fell down speechless. Then it was that
his companions perceived a wound in his leg, which he
had received in the first encounter, but hitherto concealed,
lest his men, easily discouraged, should make their concern
for his life a pretence for returning to their boats. Such
had been his loss of blood, as was discovered upon nearer
observation, that it had filled the prints of his footsteps,
and it appeared scarce credible that, after such effusion of
blood, life should remain.

The bravest were now willing to retire : neither the de-
sire of honour nor of riches, was thought enough to pre-